
Friday, April 27, 2018 

To Our Veterans, Guardians, Volunteers, and Generous Donors, 

On behalf of the Board of Honor Flight Louisiana, I must first take the time to thank our Veterans who have 

expressed interest in being part of a truly once-in-a-lifetime experience, and for the service they have provided to our 

great Nation. This organization is built on the mission to honor our Veterans for their commitment, and we do not take 

that mission lightly. We must also thank those who have expressed interest in aiding us in that effort, either as a 

Guardian, a general volunteer, or donor. No matter how large or small the contribution, please know that we thank 

you for your generosity. 

Since the planning process began for our Inaugural Flight, we have taken huge strides in making it a 

possibility. From attending the Honor Flight Network Annual Conference to receiving mentorship from other Hubs, we 

know that we have all the tools to make the mission a success. The outpouring of support to help honor our Veterans 

was nothing short of remarkable, and we are confident that support will extend to future missions. Nevertheless, 

several circumstances have arisen that have caused us to adjust our planning. Honor Flight Louisiana has made 

the decision to move the Inaugural Flight to a new date – October 6th, 2018. This decision was not made lightly, 

but we believe it is for the best. Here is why: 

• The original date of June 2nd, 2018 was at the end of the traditional Spring flying season. In Washington, 

D.C. this time of year can become very hot. The new date, October 6th, is at a much cooler time and will 

provide a more enjoyable experience. 

• The original date of June 2nd, 2018 was the same date that several other Hubs were flying as well. The 

monuments and planned locations to visit would be very crowded. Fewer Hubs will be visiting 

Washington, D.C. on the new date. 

• The move of the Inaugural Flight to the Fall will allow our organization more time to fundraise, as well as 

more time to refine our planning to provide a more complete experience for our Veterans and Guardians. 

In addition to making that decision, we believed we owed our future Veterans, Guardians, donors and 

volunteers something more than what we have provided in the past. As such, the following changes are being made 

to keep those involved with our organization better informed: 

• In the January-February timeframe, we issued a Guardian Newsletter and Veteran Newsletter. The 

changes in our planning caused those newsletters to be put on hold. Starting in May 2018, we will 

continue those newsletters for those individuals who have contacted us about our program. In addition, 

we will introduce another newsletter – one specific to our Veterans and Guardians who have been chosen 

to participate in the Inaugural Flight and all future Flights. 

• It was our original intention to contact those chosen for the Inaugural Flight at the beginning of April 2018, 

and to hold Guardian training just before the Inaugural Flight. Beginning immediately, we will contact 

those chosen to inform them personally of the new Flight date as well as answer any questions they may 

have. As the selection for the flight is based on the chronological date the application was submitted (and 

chronological date of War fought for Veterans), no one will lose their place in the selection process. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to us by email at info@honorflightlouisiana.org or by phone at 

(225) 366-8562. Our website is constantly updated, so for the latest information about our Inaugural Flight and future 

flights, visit https://www.honorflightlouisiana.org. 

 

 Very respectfully, 

 

 ___________________________ 

 Dillon Mathies, Chairman  


